
Fort Pierre Bi-Centennial Committee Is 
Planning A “History Making” Event 
 Fort Pierre’s Bi-Centennial Planning Committee met for the first time December 1st to begin brain storming on 
how to prepare and execute what may be Fort Pierre’s biggest event in the town’s 200-year history, the 2017 Bi-
Centennial Celebration.  Attending the first planning session were Eileen Fischer, Sandy Zinter, Chris Maxwell, Sunny 
Hannum and committee organizer, Mayor Gloria Hanson. Hanson who has been gathering ideas for several months and 
visualizing the event. Hanson wants the Bi-Centennial to have a “historical” theme. 
 Buried beneath Fort Pierre’s quiet demeanor lies a ton of history attested to in a book written by historian and 
SDSU professor, John Miller, “Looking for History on Highway 14.” Miller referred to Fort Pierre as “the most historic 
spot in South Dakota.” Chris Maxwell of Maxwell Consulting in a recent report at the Fort Pierre Tourism and Promotion 
Council monthly meeting said, “two out of three of South Dakota’s national landmarks are in Fort Pierre.” For those who 
don’t know what those landmarks are they are the Verendrye Plate Site and and the Fort Pierre Chateua site.   One 
might add the mouth of the Bad River where Louis & Clark had their encounter with the Lakota in 1804. 
 The Bi-Centennial Planning Committee wants to enhance Fort Pierre’s historic sites by surrounding them with 
events and activities that will be exciting and fun for the entire family from 2 to 102. The date being considered for the 
Bi-Centennial Celebration is the third weekend of September 2017 to coincide with the Dakota Western Heritage 
Festival (DWHF). It will include all the events currently scheduled for DWHF but also add new events to extend the 
Celebration. 
 Events will be scheduled in Downtown Fort Pierre, Lilly Park, the Rodeo Grounds and along the River such as a 
rodeo, wagon train, battle of the bands, street dance, arts in the parks, 5 K run, Inflatables, Celebrity Concert, historic 
parade, Native American drum circle, trader days flea market, riverboat/steamboat rides, fireworks, re-enactments, and 
community steak dinner. 
 The Fort Pierre Bi-Centennial Planning Committee is inviting anyone who is interested in helping with the event 

or sponsoring the event to contact the City Office at 223-7690 or email mayorhanson@fortpierre.com .  The next 
meeting of the Bi-Centennial Planning Committee will be January 7, 2016 at 1 p.m. in the City Council/County 
Commission Room at the Stanley County Courthouse. 

 
 

- 30 - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The deadline for submitting a “letter of intent” for 2016 
events in Fort Pierre is February 1, 2016. Anyone wishing to obtain 
funds for marketing their event in 2016 needs to submit a letter of 
intent by the February deadline.  The forms for the Letter of Intent 
and grant application can be found at www.fortpierretourism.com/ 
or by stopping into the Fort Pierre Development Corporation office 
at 4 East Main in Fort Pierre. 
Funds will be distributed on a first come, first served basis for 
applications approved by the Fort Pierre Tourism and Promotion 
Council. The group has set aside $18,500 for 2016 grant applicants 
who meet the guidelines. Late applications will be considered only if 
there are funds remaining after initial applicants have received 
funding so get busy and write your letter of intent. Events must be 
completed before funding is awarded. 
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