
Minutes 
Fort Pierre Tourism & Promotion Council 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
AmericInn Meeting Room 

7:45 a.m. 
 

Call to Order:  President Butch Johnston 
 
Council Members Present: 

 Mike Weisgram 

 Butch Johnston 

 Shane Clarambeau 

 Cindy Bahe 

 Justin Boyer 

 Randy Seiler 
 
Council Members Absent: 

 Casey Cowan (excused) 
 
Others Present: 

 Mayor Gloria Hanson 

 Roxanne Heezen 

 Scott Deal 

 Sunny Hannum 
 
Approval of Minutes of October 25, 2017 Board Meeting 
 Cindy made a motion to approve the minutes seconded by Mike.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
October 31, 2017 Financials 
 Butch said he had not received the October financials from Anderson Nil so no motion could be  made to 
 approve the review of financials.  He believed the bank account balance was around $12,307.19 and a City check 
 had been received today for $7,169.68. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 Mike made a motion to approve the agenda seconded by Randy.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
New Business: 

1. Invoices: 
a) Accounting/secretarial fees: $200/$214 
b) SDMRT Annual Membership:  $175 
c) Dakota Western Heritage grant report:  $1,100 (request) 
d) Silver Spur Grant Report:  $1,050 (request) 
e) Casey Tibbs Grant Report:  $1,050 (request) 
f) SD Tourism Conference: $480.00 Booth 

 
 Butch said that the Bicentennial Committee is paying for the tree topper so that invoice could be 
 removed.  Butch recommended that the Silver Spur two grant requests for their two concerts for a total of 
 $2,100. 
 
 A motion was made by Randy and seconded by Mike to approve payment of a, b, c, d, e, and f as amended by 
 the chair.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2. New Tourism Booth Pull Up: 
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The pull up was approved at the last meeting and the cost has not yet been determined. 
 

3. Pheasant Fest: 
Butch asked for volunteers to assist in staffing the booth in Sioux Falls February 16-18.  Mike Weisgram may 
be able to help him.  Attendance is expected to be 30,000. 
 

4. Tourism Conference Booth: 
Butch said there were two remaining booths available ($480) for the conference January 16 – 18.  Fort 
Pierre’s attractions, history and events will be promoted.  A preliminary 2018 calendar will be printed and 
distributed. 
 
A motion was made by Randy and seconded by Cindy to secure the tourism booth for $480.  Motion carried 
by voice vote. 
 

5. Chris Maxwell Contract: 
The amended amount of the contract is $36,000 a year/$3,000 a month.  FPTPC will pay $1,500 of that and 
$1,500 will come out of the “Future Fort Pierre” fund provided by the City.  Casey Cowan had emailed his 
proxy vote in favor of the contract. 
 
A motion was made by Randy and seconded by Shane to approve the Christ Maxwell contract as an 
independent contractor.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

Old Business: 
1. Capitol Christmas Tree: 

Gloria asked how the board members thought the fort “tree topper” could be used after it is taken down.  
Cindy suggested it could be rotated among the banks.  She also offered the community room at the rodeo 
center.  Randy thought the Verendrye Museum would be a good place for it in the summer.  Sunny 
suggested it be used at the tourism conference.  Butch thought the buffalo ornaments could be used as gifts 
to Bicentennial committee members for their contribution. 
 

Other Discussion Items: 

 Fairgrounds: 
Fairgrounds manager, Scott Deal, was asked to report on Fairgrounds plans.  He said the horse races had 
lost half their funding from the State Gaming Commission which made it prohibitive for them to 
continue.  Cost of insurance alone is $50,000+ and the Sioux Falls simulcasting office was no longer 
operating.  This had provided revenue from betting for Fort Pierre.  He said that the neither the county 
nor fairgrounds ever received any income from the horse races. 
 
Scott said that the county could not make money from events and would actually like to contract out the 
4th of July Rodeo.  He said the County believes that the Fairgrounds exists to be a benefit to the 
community and not to make money. 

 Repairs: 
He would like to make the following repairs in 2018: 

 Kitchen/concession area at the Joe Schomer barn which hadn’t been redone since the 70s.  This 
would include new walk in coolers.  This could be used for wedding receptions and reunions. 

 Bleachers on the north end of the grandstand for which the county has budgeted. 

 Insulate the roof of the Joe Schomer Barn to make it more useable in winter. 

 New Events: 

 South Dakota Trappers – September 6-7-8, 2018 

 Wedding Receptions continuation 

 Youth High Plains Rodeo continuation 
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 Scott has talked to South Dakota Community Foundation about a grant for the bleachers and asked if 
 there were other grants the Fairgrounds would be eligible for.  Cindy said she had a list that could be 
 used for youth activities. 
 
 Scott asked the tourism board if they would be willing to help him make a presentation to the South 
 Dakota High School Rodeo (SDHSR) Finals Board to request they contract with Fort Pierre for their 2019 
 state rodeo held mid-June.  He said the event garners $3.5 million for the community of Belle Fourche.  
 The board members present were agreeable to helping him make a presentation if he could get an 
 appointment to meet with the SDHSR board. 
 

 City Office Report: 
Roxanne reported that sales tax through October had been down 1.5 percent from $74,586 to $73,474.  
BBB tax had been up 8 % and general sales tax down 10.2% ($200,000 short).  Recent auctions and new 
business sales tax had not yet been reported. 

 
  Mayor Hanson said she and Sunny had staffed a BC booth at the tree lighting and would be again at the  
  “Tour of Homes.”  She asked the group to help her schedule an arts festival during another major event  
  next summer like the 4-H Finals.  Randy said the museum had already talked to the City office about  
  renting Lilly Park during the 4-H rodeo to have music, beer garden and a rib fest.  An art show in   
  conjunction with that might work. 
 
  The Silver Spur will be holding a Hairball Concert June 15th and another concert mid-July that they would 
  like to hold at the Fairgrounds. 
 
Adjourn: 
 Randy made a motion to adjourn at 9 a.m. and Mike seconded the motion. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 


