
Minutes 
Board of Directors 

Fort Pierre Development Corporation 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 

Municipal Building 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Call to Order – President Becci Scott 
 
Board Members Present: 

 Lyle Magorien 

 Gerad Johnson 

 Larry Cronin 

 Dr. Joel Price 

 Chris Maxwell 

 Shad Ludemann 

 Becci Scott 
 
Board Members Absent: 

 Dr. Michelle Hofer (excused) 

 Dana Iversen (unexcused) 
 
Others Present: 

 Rick Hahn 

 Roxanne Heezen 

 Sunny Hannum 

 Dave Bonde 

 Scott Deal 

 Emeline Hoblick 

 Naomi Cromwell 
 
Review of January 31, 2018 Financials: 
 Dave said the credit card had been given a separate account number which shows up on the “Balance Sheet” as 
 #190 with a payment of $70 in February.  Account number 215 is the “Pass-Thru” account for the $4,000 
 quarterly payment made by the City for Tourism.  He said no “JKB Payment” had been paid yet this year.  He has 
 called the court but did not get a response. 
 
 A motion was made by Gerad and seconded by Chris to accept the review of the financials.  Motion carried 
 by voice vote. 
 
Review and Approval of January 25, 2018 Board Minutes: 
 A motion was made by Chris and seconded by Gerad to approve the January 25, 2018 Board minutes.  Motion 
 carried by voice vote. 
 
Reports: 

- City Report – Rick 
Rick said the City is working on developing a long term lease for the Verendrye Museum.  Street projects 
planned include sealing cracks.  There have been some water line breaks.  Work on the BBB grant preparation 
has been proceeding and had generated a lot of inquiries. 
 
A bridge meeting is planned tomorrow with the City of Pierre.  Other plans for the bridge include fundraisers 
and grant options.  An application has been sent into the Corps of Engineers for a riverboat dock either on 5th 
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Avenue or at Lilly Park.  Progress had been made on the McCumsey development off Hwy 1806 which will 
include future residential sub divisions. 
 

- Fort Pierre Tourism & Promotion – Chris Maxwell 
Tourism held an executive committee meeting this week and will have their monthly board meeting next week.  
Representatives of the group have been going to trade shows:  ABA, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Milwaukee and 
Pheasant Fest. 
 
Plans are in place for summer farmer’s markets from June 12 to August 21 to include the paddleboat and other 
activities.  The week of the 4H Finals will include Trader Days art show, BBQ, a carnival and helicopter rides. 
 
Bassmasters is coming to Pierre/Ft. Pierre June 29-30 through July 2nd.  It is a big fishing tournament that could 
bring in up to 8,000 people.  Events are planned both in Pierre and Fort Pierre.  Fort Pierre is planning Saturday 
night and Sunday activities to include bull or bronc riding, blues and brats at Drifters, helicopter and wagon 
rides, horseback greeters etc.  On the Pierre side of the river, there will be a ball game, shopping activities, and 
Game & Fish will provide activities at Steamboat Park where the fisherman will weigh their catch. 
 
Marketing grant applications are due March 1st.  Chris asked Sunny to send a notice back out to members.  
Tourism is working on their budget to make room for beautification projects, co- marketing with businesses, and 
events. 
 

- Fort Pierre Recreation Association – Todd Bernhard 
None 
 

- Stanley County Fairgrounds – Scott Deal 
Scott has been working on the Schomer Barn concession area renovation with the plumber and electricians.  He 
wants to put in a gas grill.  He said Pat Sutley will be here in two weeks and has said the horse races will take 
place. 
 
He has been building and office space for himself and working on the bucking chutes.  He would like to do 
something with the inside of the grand stand.  He said all the renovations are in the budget. 
 
He has been to all the businesses in Fort Pierre with a request for sponsorship of the 4th of July Rodeo.  Gerad 
asked if he had considered fund raising like the rodeo center does with some type of brand commemoration for 
ranch families and Scott said he had. 

 
- Board Committees: 

 Housing – Dave will discuss under “New Business.” 

 Teton Island – Yvonne Taylor has not heard anything from Perkins or Pizza Ranch about joining.  She will 
hold their first annual meeting soon. 

 School Partnership – Adam had still needed 3 more interviewers and Sunny had polled the Board by 
email.  Chris said he had volunteered. 

 Revolving Loan Fund – no update 
 
New Business: 

1. GOED/BBB Grant – Dave 
Rick, Emeline and Naomi have all been working on this.  Emeline had authored the Fort Pierre grant request 
which had received high commendations.  The grant is administered through Central SD Enhancement District 
and funded through the Governor’s Office of Economic Development. 
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Emeline said right now environmental assessments are being made on the properties.  Some are in the flood 
plain but she expects it will be completed by the end of March.  Then the grant agreement will need to be 
signed.  When it is signed the 18 month period begins in which the properties need to be purchased for 
demolition. 
 
Dave said the properties need to be owned by a non-profit such as FPDC: 

1) A private buyer could purchase them and transfer ownership to FPDC for $1 on a “contract for deed.”  
Removal of trees, shrubs and other property preparations could be done for $16-$19,000 (some of this 
could be “in kind” work by the City).  FPDC could then sell the property back to the original buyers for $1 
plus any incurred costs over and above the grant funds expended. 

2) FPDC could buy the house themselves using the Revolving Loan Fund or private bank loan. 
 
 Naomi Cromwell said that the first 18 months is for the bull doze part of the grant and then the grantee has 4 
 years to get house on the property.  Warranty deeds will be required and other numerous transactions.  The 
 wording of all of these will be extremely important to provide protection to FPDC. 
 
 Dave said legal expenses will be built into the re-sale price of the property.  He asked for an approval for him to 
 be authorized to proceed on purchasing the first property. 
 
 A motion was made by Chris Maxwell and seconded by Gerad Johnson “to authorize the Executive Director to 
 negotiate the process and procedure to obtain blighted properties as identified by the City of Fort Pierre for the 
 intent purpose of the “Bulldoze, Build and Beautify” grant.  Further, no official action can proceed without 
 approval of the FPDC Executive Committee and such approval/disapproval be forwarded, in writing, to the Board 
 of Directors of the FPDC.  Expenditure of funds, from whatever source, will require approval of the Board of 
 Directors.” Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2. Discuss Executive Committee recommendation of recipients for 2018 “Fix Up, Clean Up” Grants: 
Dave presented the recommendations for 2018 “Fix Up, Clean Up” Grants: 

- Diamond D - $1,000 
- Downtown Beautification Project - $1,000 
- Larry’s Plumbing - $2,000 
- Mat T - $1,000 

 
 Dave said the Total Beauty grant request for their roof had been denied because it doesn’t fit the committee’s 
 guidelines for visual exterior improvements.  Chris asked if the downtown project had been applying for the 
 $4,000 community project grant.  Sunny said she believed that was Kathy Heiss’ intent. 
 
 Dave said that the total amount of grant payout being recommended was $5,000 which still left $1,000 which 
 could be added to the $4,000 for a community project.  Each year, the Board approves the total amount for “Fix 
 Up” grants and this year it remained at $10,000 as in the past with the exception of the grant money being 
 divided into $6,000 for business grants and $4,000 for a community project. 
 
 A motion was made by Dr. Price and seconded by Lyle to approve the Executive Committee’s grant 
 recommendations.  Motion carried by voice vote with one abstention by Larry Cronin. 

 
3. Fort Pierre to Pierre Bridge Resolution: 

Dave read a resolution he had drafted supporting the Fort Pierre Common Council and Mayor Gloria Hanson’s 
modified recommendations for a “hundred year” bridge and attraction across the Missouri River connecting Fort 
Pierre and Pierre. 
 



4 
 

A motion was made by Gerad and seconded by Shad to accept the resolution with two changes to wording and 
removal of the paragraph, “Whereas, user safety for walkers and bikers is a priority for the walkway with 
enhanced width and lighting; and.”  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

Old Business: 
- Board Retreat in April Update: 

Dave said he had invited Scott Amundson, GOED Community Development Representative, to be the moderator 
for the retreat and Amundson had accepted.  Dave said Amundson previously was involved with Campbell 
County Economic Development and was impressed with Fort Pierre’s progress. 
 

Other: 
- $50.00 Donation to TF Riggs HS Post Prom – Dave had a check written for them and plans to do the same for 

Fort Pierre’s prom 
- Downtown Business Meeting – Minutes will be sent with this month’s board minutes 

Sunny said that now monthly meetings held on the first Thursday every month at Sutley Senior Center had been 
a good way to keep downtown connected and informed.  Attendance has been steady with 18 attending the 
January meeting. 

- Stanley County HS Mock Interviewers – Adam had still needed a few more volunteers and Sunny had polled the 
board for assistance.  Chris has been added to the list. 

- Radon Testing at the Log Cabin – This came in at 0.7 which is under the EPA rating for action (4 pCI/L). 
- Open House/Ribbon Cuttings Pending: 

- Randy Seiler Law Office, now located at Mortenson Law Offices would like to schedule an open house 
and ribbon cutting. 

- Capital Marine & Carl’s Bait Shop wants to schedule a ribbon cutting in the spring 
- 2018 Memberships - Are at 105 with $21,000 deposited for membership fees and $725 for scholarships. 

 
Adjourn: 
 Larry made a motion to adjourn seconded by Shad.  Motion carried by voice vote. 


